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不安か不誠実か－－中村幸一郎おろし

 

By Mat t hew Penney

 

Magaz ine Shukan Po s t has  repo rted that energy bureaucrat Nakamura Ko ichiro  o f the Nuclear and Indus trial Safety Agency was  to ld to
s tand do wn fro m o fficial press  co nferences  after asserting o n March 12, the day after the quake, that evidence po inted to  a meltdo wn
underway at the Fukushima Daiichi plant. The Shukan Po s t argues  that key cabinet members  including Prime Minis ter Kan Nao to  and
Cabinet Secretary Edano  Yukio  – who  has  been praised fo r his  s teady demeano r thro ugh the cris is  – remo ved Nakamura fro m his
po s itio n fo r “making the public feel uneasy”.

 

In the weeks  s ince the cris is  began, Nakamura’s  o riginal assertio n has  been vindicated and the Shukan Po s t edito rs  argue that if his
o riginal claims  were taken mo re serio us ly by the go vernment, rushing the injectio n o f seawater into  the s tricken reacto rs  may have
prevented hydro gen explo s io ns  and radiatio n leaks . Edano  in particular is  accused o f “sealing o ff” Nakamura’s  po s itio n by co ntending
ins tead that “We have no  way to  directly examine [the co nditio n o f] the reacto r.”

 

The Shukan Po s t edito rs  po int o ut that Edano  has  s ince ackno wledged that a meltdo wn has  taken place but has  no t yet accepted blame
fo r his  erro r o r apo lo gized fo r censuring Nakamura’s  o pinio ns .

 

Magaz ines  like Shukan Po s t o ften do  no t name so urces , and no  info rmants  are named to  back up the claim that the decis io n to  remo ve
Nakamura came directly fro m Kan and Edano . In additio n, an unnamed “expert” is  cited to  suppo rt the co ntentio n that a fas ter respo nse
was  po ss ible and co uld have prevented the Fukushima Daiichi s ituatio n fro m deterio rating. While the chain o f po ss ibilities  and
alternatives  is  unclear, it is  evident that the Japanese go vernment had access  to  a mo re serio us  pro gno s is  in the firs t two  days  o f the
cris is , but cho se to  prio ritize “calm”.
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