
Summer o f  T erro r: At  least  10 0 ,0 0 0  said execut ed by Ko rean ally o f  US in 19 50  [wit h int eract ive video ]

Charles J. Hanley & Jae-So o n Chang

This is the first of a multi-part article on the South Korean massacres of 1950, the US direct and indirect involvement in those massacres, and the
subsequent cover up of the events in South Korea and the United States. 

Grave by mass  grave, So uth Ko rea is  unearthing the skeleto ns  and buried truths  o f a co ld-blo o ded s laughter fro m early in the Ko rean
War, when this  natio n's  U.S.-backed regime killed unto ld tho usands  o f leftis ts  and hapless  peasants  in a summer o f terro r in 1950.

With U.S. military o fficers  so metimes  present, and as  No rth Ko rean invaders  pushed do wn the peninsula, the so uthern army and po lice
emptied So uth Ko rean priso ns , lined up detainees  and sho t them in the head, dumping the bo dies  into  has tily dug trenches . Others  were
thro wn into  abando ned mines  o r into  the sea. Wo men and children were amo ng tho se killed. Many victims  never faced charges  o r trial.

The mass  executio ns  — intended to  keep po ss ible so uthern leftis ts  fro m reinfo rcing the no rtherners  — were carried o ut o ver mere
weeks  and were largely hidden fro m his to ry fo r a half-century. They were "the mo s t tragic and brutal chapter o f the Ko rean War," said
his to rian Kim Do ng-cho o n, a member o f a 2-year-o ld go vernment co mmiss io n inves tigating the killings .

Hundreds  o f sets  o f remains  have been unco vered so  far, but researchers  say they are o nly a tiny fractio n o f the deaths . The
co mmiss io n es timates  at leas t 100 ,000  peo ple were executed, in a So uth Ko rean po pulatio n o f 20  millio n.

That es timate is  based o n pro jectio ns  fro m lo cal surveys  and is  "very co nservative," said Kim. The true to ll may be twice that o r mo re, he
to ld The Asso ciated Press .

In additio n, tho usands  o f So uth Ko reans  who  allegedly co llabo rated with the co mmunis t o ccupatio n were s lain by so uthern fo rces  later
in 1950, and the invaders  s taged their o wn executio ns  o f rightis ts .

Thro ugh the po s twar decades  o f So uth Ko rean right-wing dictato rships , victims ' fearful families  kept s ilent abo ut that blo o d-so aked
summer. American military repo rts  o f the So uth Ko rean s laughter were s tamped "secret" and filed away in Washingto n. Co mmunis t
acco unts  were dismissed as  lies .

Only s ince the 1990s , and So uth Ko rea's  demo cratizatio n, has  the truth begun to  seep o ut.

In 2002, a typho o n's  fury unco vered o ne mass  grave. Ano ther was  fo und by a televis io n news  team that bro ke into  a sealed mine.
Further co rro bo ratio n co mes  fro m a trickle o f declass ified U.S. military do cuments , including U.S. Army pho to graphs  o f a mass  killing
o uts ide this  central So uth Ko rean city.

No w Kim's  Truth and Reco nciliatio n Co mmiss io n has  added go vernment autho rity to  the wo rk o f s cattered researchers , family members
and jo urnalis ts  trying to  peel away the lo ng-running co ver-up. The co mmiss io ners  have the help o f a handful o f remo rseful o ld men.

"Even no w, I feel guilty that I pulled the trigger," said Lee Jo o n-yo ung, 83, o ne o f the executio ners  in a secluded valley near Daejeo n
(Taejo n) in early July 1950.

The retired priso n guard to ld the AP he knew that many o f tho se sho t and buried en masse were o rdinary co nvicts  o r illiterate peasants
wro ngly ensnared in ro undups  o f suppo sed co mmunis t sympathizers . They didn't deserve to  die, he said. They "knew no thing abo ut
co mmunism."

The 17 inves tigato rs  o f the co mmiss io n's  subco mmittee o n "mass  civilian sacrif ice," led by Kim, have been dealing with petitio ns  fro m
mo re than 7,000  So uth Ko reans , invo lving so me 1,200  alleged incidents  — no t jus t mass  planned executio ns , but also  215 cases  in
which the U.S. military is  accused o f the indis criminate killing o f So uth Ko rean civilians  in 1950-51, usually in air attacks .

The co mmiss io n las t year excavated s ites  at fo ur o f an es timated 150  mass  graves  aro und the co untry, reco vering remains  o f mo re than
400  peo ple. Wo rking deliberately, matching do cuments  to  eyewitness  and survivo r tes timo ny, it has  o fficially co nfirmed two  large-scale
executio ns  — at a wareho use in the central So uth Ko rean co unty o f Cheo ngwo n, and at Ulsan o n the so utheas t co as t.

Government excavation team in cobalt mine near Daegu
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In January, then-Pres ident Ro h Mo o -hyun, under who se liberal leadership the co mmiss io n was  es tablished, fo rmally apo lo gized fo r the
mo re than 870  deaths  co nfirmed at Ulsan, calling them "illegal acts  the then-s tate autho rity co mmitted."

The co mmiss io n, with no  po wer to  co mpel tes timo ny o r pro secute, faces  daunting tasks  bo th in verifying events  and identifying victims ,
and in tracing a chain o f respo ns ibility. Under Ro h's  co nservative successo r, Lee Myung-bak, who se party is  seen as  demo cratic heir to
the o ld auto cratic right wing, the co mmiss io n may find less  budgetary and po litical suppo rt.

The ro o ts  o f the summer 1950  blo o dbath lie in the U.S.-So viet divis io n o f Japan's  fo rmer Ko rea co lo ny in 1945, which precipitated
no rth-so uth turmo il and eventual war.

In the late 1940s , Pres ident Syngman Rhee's  U.S.-ins talled rightis t regime crushed leftis t po litical activity in So uth Ko rea, including a
guerrilla upris ing inspired by the co mmunis ts  ruling the no rth. By 1950, so uthern jails  were packed with up to  30 ,000  po litical priso ners .

The so uthern go vernment, meanwhile, also  created the Natio nal Guidance League, a "re-educatio n" o rganizatio n fo r recanting leftis ts
and o thers  suspected o f co mmunis t leanings . His to rians  say o fficials  met membership quo tas  by pressuring peasants  into  s igning up
with pro mises  o f rice ratio ns  o r o ther benefits . By 1950, mo re than 300 ,000  peo ple were o n the league's  ro lls , o rganizers  said.

No rth Ko rean invaders  seized Seo ul, the so uthern capital, in late June 1950  and freed tho usands  o f priso ners , who  rallied to  the
no rthern cause. So uthern autho rities , in full retreat with their U.S. military advisers , o rdered Natio nal Guidance League members  in
areas  they co ntro lled to  repo rt to  the po lice, who  detained them. So o n after, co mmiss io n researchers  say, the o rganized mass
executio ns  o f peo ple regarded as  po tential co llabo rato rs  began — "bad security risks ," as  a po lice o fficial described the detainees  at
the time.

The declass ified reco rd o f U.S. do cuments  sho ws  an ambivalent American attitude to ward the killings . American diplo mats  that summer
urged res traint o n so uthern o fficials  — to  no  o bvio us  effect — but a State Department cable that fall said o verall co mmander Gen.
Do uglas  MacArthur viewed the executio ns  as  a Ko rean "internal matter," even tho ugh he co ntro lled So uth Ko rea's  military.

MacArthur at the landing of US forces at Inch’on

Ninety miles  so uth o f Seo ul, here in the narro w, peaceful valley o f Sannae, trucklo ads  o f priso ners  were bro ught in fro m Daejeo n Priso n
and elsewhere day after day in July 1950, as  the No rth Ko reans  bo re do wn o n the city.

The American pho to s , taken by an Army majo r and kept class ified fo r a half-century, sho w the macabre sequence o f events .

White-clad detainees  — bent, submiss ive, with hands  bo und — were thro wn do wn pro ne, jammed s ide by s ide, o n the edge o f a lo ng
trench. So uth Ko rean military and natio nal po licemen then s tepped up behind, po inted their rif les  at the backs  o f their heads  and fired.
The bo dies  were tipped into  the trench.



Daejeon prisoners before execution

Trembling po licemen — "they hadn't sho t anyo ne befo re" — were so metimes  o ff-target, leaving men wo unded but alive, Lee said. He and
o thers  were o rdered to  check fo r wo unded and finish them o ff.

Evidence indicates  So uth Ko rean executio ners  killed between 3,000  and 7,000  here, said co mmiss io ner Kim. A half-do zen trenches ,
each up to  150  yards  lo ng and full o f bo dies , extended o ver an area almo s t a mile lo ng, said Kim Cho ng-hyun, 70 , chairman o f a gro up
o f bereaved families  campaigning fo r dis clo sure and co mpensatio n fo r the Daejeo n killings . His  father, accused but never co nvicted o f
militant leftis t activity, was  o ne victim.

Daejeon mass grave

Ano ther was  Yeo  Tae-ku's  father, who se wife and mo ther searched fo r him afterward.

"Bo dies  were jus t piled upo n each o ther," said Yeo , 59 , remembering his  mo ther's  descriptio n. "Arms  wo uld co me o ff when they turned
them o ver." The desperate wo men never fo und him, and the mass  graves  were quickly co vered o ver, as  were o thers  in iso lated spo ts  up
and do wn this  mo untaino us  peninsula, to  be o fficially "fo rgo tten."

When British co mmunis t jo urnalis t Alan Winningto n entered Daejeo n that summer with No rth Ko rean tro o ps  and vis ited the s ite, writing
o f "waxy dead hands  and feet (that) s tick thro ugh the so il," his  repo rts  in the Daily Wo rker were deno unced as  "fabricatio n" by the U.S.
Embassy in Lo ndo n. American military acco unts  fo cused ins tead o n No rth Ko rean reprisal killings  that fo llo wed in Daejeo n.

But CIA and U.S. military intelligence do cuments  circulating even befo re the Winningto n repo rt, class ified "secret" and s ince declass ified,
to ld o f the executio ns  by the So uth Ko reans . Lt. Co l. Bo b Edwards , U.S. Embassy military attache in So uth Ko rea, wro te in co nveying the
Daejeo n pho to s  to  Army intelligence in Washingto n that he believed natio nwide "tho usands  o f po litical priso ners  were executed within
(a) few weeks" by the So uth Ko reans .

Ano ther glimpse o f the carnage appeared in an uno fficial U.S. so urce, an o bscure memo ir self-published in 1981 by the late Do nald
Nicho ls , a U.S. Air Fo rce intelligence o fficer, who  to ld o f witness ing "the unfo rgettable massacre o f appro ximately 1,800  at Suwo n," 20
miles  so uth o f Seo ul.

Such repo rts  lend credibility to  a captured No rth Ko rean do cument fro m Aug. 2, 1950 , eventually declass ified by Washingto n, which
spo ke o f mass  executio ns  in 12 So uth Ko rean cities , including 1,000  killed in Suwo n and 4,000  in Daejeo n.

That early, inco mplete No rth Ko rean repo rt co uldn't include tho se executed in territo ry s till held by the so utherners . Up to  10 ,000  were



killed in the city o f Busan alo ne, a So uth Ko rean lawmaker, Park Chan-hyun, es timated in 1960.

His  inves tigatio n came during a 12-mo nth demo cratic interlude between the o verthro w o f Rhee and a go vernment takeo ver by Maj. Gen.
Park Chung-hee's  autho ritarian military, which quickly arres ted many then pro bing fo r the hidden s to ry o f 1950 .

Kim said his  pro jectio n o f at leas t 100 ,000  dead is  based in part o n extrapo lating fro m a survey by no n-go vernmental o rganizatio ns  in
o ne pro vince, Busan's  So uth Gyeo ngsang, which es timated 25,000  killed there. And initial evidence sugges ts  mo s t o f the Natio nal
Guidance League's  300 ,000  members  were killed, he said.

Co mmiss io n inves tigato rs  agree with the late Lt. Co l. Edwards ' no te to  Washingto n in 1950, that "o rders  fo r executio n undo ubtedly
came fro m the to p," that is , Pres ident Rhee, who  died in 1965.

But any do cumentary pro o f o f that may have been des tro yed, jus t as  the facts  o f the mass  killings  themselves  were buried. In 1953,
after the war ended in s talemate, after the deaths  o f at leas t 2 millio n peo ple, half o r mo re o f them civilians , a U.S. Army war crimes
repo rt attributed all summary executio ns  here in Daejeo n to  the "murdero us  barbarism" o f No rth Ko reans .

Such myths  survived a half-century, in part because tho se who  knew the truth were co wed into  s ilence.

"My mo ther des tro yed all pictures  o f my father, fo r fear the family wo uld get an image as  leftis ts ," said Ko h Chung-ryo l, 57, who  is
co nvinced her 29-year-o ld father was  inno cent o f wro ngdo ing when picked up in a bro ad po lice sweep here, to  die in Sannae valley.

"My mo ther tried hard to  get rid o f anything abo ut her husband," she said. "She suffered unspeakable pain."

Even educated So uth Ko reans  remained igno rant o f their co untry's  pas t. As  a yo ung researcher in the late 1980s , Yo nsei Univers ity's
Park Myung-lim, to day a leading Ko rean War his to rian, was  deeply shaken as  he so ught o ut co nfidential acco unts  o f tho se days  fro m
o rdinary Ko reans .

"I cried," he said. "I felt, 'Oh, my go o dness . Oh, Jesus . This  was  my co untry? It was  true? '"

The Truth and Reco nciliatio n Co mmiss io n can reco mmend but no t award co mpensatio n fo r lo s t and ruined lives , no r can it bring
surviving perpetrato rs  to  jus tice. "Our inves tigative po wer is  so  meager," co mmiss io n Pres ident Ahn Byung-o o k to ld the AP.

His  immediate co ncern is  reso urces . "The current go vernment isn't friendly to ward us , and so  we're co ncerned that the budget may be cut
next year," he said.

So uth Ko rean co nservatives  co mplain the "truth" campaign will o nly reo pen o ld wo unds  fro m a time when, even at the village level,
leftis ts  and rightis ts  carried o ut blo o dy reprisals  agains t each o ther.

The life o f the co mmiss io n — with a s taff o f 240  and annual budget o f $19  millio n — is  guaranteed by law until at leas t 2010 , when it will
is sue a final, co mprehens ive repo rt.

Later this  spring and summer its  teams  will resume digging at mass  grave s ites . Thus  far, it has  verified 16  incidents  o f 1950-51 — no t
jus t large-scale detainee killings , but also  such events  as  a So uth Ko rean battalio n's  co ld-blo o ded killing o f 187 men, wo men and
children at Ko chang village, suppo sed sympathizers  with leftis t guerrillas .

By expo s ing the truth o f such episo des , "we ho pe to  heal the trauma and pain o f the bereaved families ," the co mmiss io n says . It also
wants  to  educate peo ple, "no t jus t in Ko rea, but thro ugho ut the internatio nal co mmunity," to  the reality o f that lo ng-ago  co nflict, to
"prevent such a tragic war fro m reo ccurring in the future."

This  and the fo llo wing two  Asso ciated Press  Repo rts  were published o n May 18 , 2008 . 

Hidden hist o ry: Families t alk o f  Ko rean War execut io ns, say US shares blame in deat hs

Jae-So o n Chang, Daejeo n, So ut h Ko rea 

The yo ung father, wanted and o n the run, s lipped back ho me o ne midnight to  share a few fleeting minutes  with his  year-o ld daughter. But
his  jo y was  sho rt-lived, as  po lice burs t in, kicked away the crying child and hauled him o ff.

Jun Jae-hung, wanted fo r helping his  leftis t bro ther flee to  No rth Ko rea, never returned after that night in 1949.

Befo re even facing trial, he became o ne o f tens  o f tho usands  o f victims  o f hurried mass  executio ns  carried o ut in mid-1950  by So uth
Ko rean autho rities , bent o n ridding the natio n o f co mmunis ts  in the early days  o f the Ko rean War. They feared that so uthern leftis ts
might help the invading No rth Ko rean tro o ps .

Jun's  baby girl, So o k-ja, no w 60  years  o ld, was  o ne o f a do zen daughters , so ns , s is ters  and bro thers  o f victims  who  gathered o ne gray
mo rning this  spring in the secluded valley where their lo ved o nes  were sho t and buried en masse, to  reco unt their individual family
tragedies  in interviews  with The Asso ciated Press .

Fo r decades , befo re right-wing dictato rship gave way to  demo cracy, the who lesale executio ns  were a fo rbidden subject in So uth Ko rea.
No w a go vernment Truth and Reco nciliatio n Co mmiss io n o f Ko rea is  inves tigating the blo o dbaths , including a po ss ible U.S. ro le.

The co mmiss io n es timates  as  many as  7,000  were summarily killed by military and civil po lice in Daejeo n, 90  miles  so uth o f Seo ul. In
small, preliminary digs , its  teams  have begun unearthing remains .
Jun So o k-ja said she heard fro m grandparents  that her father had wo rried abo ut her as  a baby because she was  s lo w to  gro w, due to
what was  later fo und to  be a co ngenital heart pro blem.

When his  wife, bringing him fo o d in his  hiding place in the hills , to ld Jun their baby had s to o d o n her o wn fo r the firs t time, he co uldn't
res is t venturing back ho me fo r a quick vis it, despite the risks .
"I heard he wo ke me up and had me o n my feet in a co rner o f the ro o m, and was  so  happy," Jun So o k-ja said. Then the po lice, evidently
keeping watch, s to rmed the ho use, grabbed him and kicked away the baby as  she clung crying to  his  leg.

"I do n't remember his  face, but I miss  him so  much," Jun said.

Ordinary co nvicts , like Mo o n Yang-ja's  father, also  were swept up in the antico mmunis t s laughters . All Daejeo n priso n inmates
sentenced to  10  years  o r mo re were trucked o ff to  the killing fields , fo rmer priso n guard Lee Jo o n-yo ung to ld the AP in a separate



interview.

"I fo llo wed him o ut o f the ro o m crying," Mo o n, no w 64, said o f the sno wy day in 1950  when po lice to o k her father away. "One o f the
po lice o fficers  patted my back saying, 'Yo ur father will co me back in a co uple o f days .'"

Ins tead he was  sentenced to  10  years  in priso n fo r fraud, and perished in the mass  executio ns .
Others  were believed to  be victims  o f fabricated charges .

Yo o n Jung-hee, 62, said her father was  fo rced at gunpo int to  put his  fingerprint o n a do cument saying he was  leader o f a leftis t gro up
unkno wn to  him.

The father, Yo o n Yeo -byung, then 31, was  sentenced to  three years  in priso n, but was  taken away and executed in the summer 1950
carnage.

"They sho uld have released him three years  later. Why the hell did they kill him?" daughter Yo o n asked.

Surviving family members  ho ld no t o nly Pres ident Syngman Rhee's  right-wing regime o f 1950  respo ns ible fo r their lo ved o nes ' deaths .
They believe the mass  killings  wo uldn't have been po ss ible witho ut tacit suppo rt fro m the Americans , who  were advisers  to  So uth Ko rean
military units , supplied weapo ns  and ammunitio n used in the executio ns , and to o k pho to graphs  at so me s ites .

So uth Ko rea was  a weak co untry, Jun said. "It was  jus t after we regained o ur natio n after Japanese co lo nial rule. I believe the U.S.
s tro ngly influenced" the executio ns , she said.

Fear, Secrecy Kept  19 50  Ko rea Mass Killings Hidden

Families' fears, o f f icial secrecy and lies kept  19 50  Ko rea mass killings hidden fro m hist o ry

Charles J. Hanley

One jo urnalis t's  bid to  repo rt mass  murder in So uth Ko rea in 1950  was  blo cked by his  British publisher. Ano ther co rrespo ndent was
deno unced as  a po ss ibly treaso no us  fabricato r when he did repo rt it. In So uth Ko rea, do wn the generatio ns , fear s ilenced tho se who
knew.

Fifty-eight years  ago , at the o utbreak o f the Ko rean War, So uth Ko rean autho rities  secretively executed, usually witho ut legal pro cess ,
tens  o f tho usands  o f so uthern leftis ts  and o thers  rightly o r wro ngly identif ied as  sympathizers . To day a go vernment Truth and
Reco nciliatio n Co mmiss io n is  wo rking to  dig up the facts , and the remains  o f victims .

Ho w co uld such a blo o dbath have been hidden fro m his to ry?

Amo ng the Ko reans  who  witnessed, to o k part in o r lo s t family members  to  the mass  killings , the events  were hardly hidden, but they
became a "public secret," barely whispered abo ut thro ugh fo ur decades  o f right-wing dictato rship here.

"The family co uldn't talk abo ut it, o r we'd be s tigmatized as  leftis ts ," said Kim Cho ng-hyun, 70 , leader o f an o rganizatio n o f families
seeking redress  fo r their lo ved o nes ' deaths  in 1950.

Kim, who se father was  sho t and buried in a mass  grave o uts ide the central city o f Daejeo n, no ted that in 1960-61, a o ne-year
demo cratic interlude in So uth Ko rea, family gro ups  began inves tigating wartime atro cities . But a military co up clo sed that windo w, and
"the leaders  o f tho se o rganizatio ns  were arres ted and punished."

Then, "fro m 1961 to  1988, no bo dy co uld challenge the regime, to  try again to  reveal these hidden truths ," said Park Myung-lim o f
Seo ul's  Yo nsei Univers ity, a leading Ko rean War his to rian. As  a do cto ral s tudent in the late 1980s , when So uth Ko rea was  mo ving to ward
demo cracy, Park was  amo ng the few scho lars  to  begin researching the mass  killings . He was  regularly harassed by the po lice.

Scattered repo rts  o f the killings  did emerge in 1950  — and so me did no t.

British jo urnalis t James  Camero n wro te abo ut mass  priso ner sho o tings  in the So uth Ko rean po rt city o f Busan — then spelled Pusan —
fo r Lo ndo n's  Picture Po s t magaz ine in the fall o f 1950 , but publisher Edward Hulto n o rdered the s to ry remo ved at the las t minute.

Earlier, co rrespo ndent Alan Winningto n repo rted o n the sho o ting o f tho usands  o f priso ners  at Daejeo n in the British co mmunis t
newspaper The Daily Wo rker, o nly to  have his  repo rting deno unced by the U.S. Embassy in Lo ndo n as  an "atro city fabricatio n." The
British Cabinet then briefly co ns idered laying treaso n charges  agains t Winningto n, his to rian Jo n Halliday has  written.

Asso ciated Press  co rrespo ndent O.H.P. King repo rted o n the sho o ting o f 60  po litical priso ners  in Suwo n, so uth o f Seo ul, and wro te in a
later memo ir he was  "sho cked that American o fficers  were unco ncerned" by ques tio ns  he raised abo ut due pro cess  fo r the detainees .

So me U.S. o fficers  — and U.S. diplo mats  — were amo ng o thers  who  repo rted o n the killings . But their class ified repo rts  were kept
secret fo r decades .

U.S. Okayed Ko rean War Massacres

Charles J. Hanley and Jae-So o n Chang 

SEOUL The American co lo nel, tro ubled by what he was  hearing, tried to  s tall at firs t. But the declass ified reco rd sho ws  he finally to ld his
So uth Ko rean co unterpart it "wo uld be permitted" to  machine-gun 3,500  po litical priso ners , to  keep them fro m jo ining appro aching
enemy fo rces .



In the early days  o f the Ko rean War, o ther American o fficers  o bserved, pho to graphed and co nfidentially repo rted o n such who lesale
executio ns  by their So uth Ko rean ally, a secretive s laughter believed to  have killed 100 ,000  o r mo re leftis ts  and suppo sed
sympathizers , usually witho ut charge o r trial, in a few weeks  in mid-1950.

Extens ive archival research by The Asso ciated Press  has  fo und no  indicatio n Far Eas t co mmander Gen. Do uglas  MacArthur to o k actio n to
s tem the summary mass  killing, kno wledge o f which reached to p levels  o f the Pentago n and State Department in Washingto n, where it
was  class ified "secret" and filed away.

No w, a half-century later, the So uth Ko rean go vernment's  Truth and Reco nciliatio n Co mmiss io n is  inves tigating what happened in that
summer o f terro r, a po litical blo o dbath largely hidden fro m his to ry, unlike the co mmunis t invaders ' executio ns  o f so uthern rightis ts ,
which were widely publicized and deno unced at the time.

In the no w-declass ified reco rd at the U.S. Natio nal Archives  and o ther repo s ito ries , the Ko rean inves tigato rs  will f ind an ambivalent U.S.
attitude in 1950  — at times  hands-o ff, at times  disappro ving.

"The mo s t impo rtant thing is  that they did no t s to p the executio ns ," his to rian Jung Byung-jo o n, a member o f the 2-year-o ld co mmiss io n,
said o f the Americans . "They were at the crime scene, and to o k pictures  and wro te repo rts ."

They to o k pictures  in July 1950  at the s laughter o f do zens  o f men at o ne huge killing field o uts ide the central city o f Daejeo n. Between
3,000  and 7,000  So uth Ko reans  are believed to  have been sho t there by their o wn military and po lice, and dumped into  mass  graves ,
said Kim Do ng-cho o n, the co mmiss io n member o verseeing the inves tigatio n o f these go vernment killings .

The bo nes  o f Ko h Chung-ryo l's  father are there so mewhere, and the 57-year-o ld wo man believes  So uth Ko reans  alo ne are no t to  blame.

"Altho ugh we can't present co ncrete evidence, we bereaved families  believe the United States  has  so me respo ns ibility fo r this ," she to ld
the AP, as  she vis ited o ne o f the burial s ites  in the quiet Sannae valley.

Frank Wins lo w, a military adviser at Daejeo n in tho se desperate days  lo ng ago , is  o ne American who  feels  o therwise.

The Ko reans  were respo ns ible fo r their o wn actio ns , said the retired Army lieutenant co lo nel, 81. "The Ko reans  were so vereign. To  me,
there was  never any ques tio n that the Ko reans  were in charge," he said in a telepho ne interview fro m his  ho me in Bellingham, Wash.

The brutal, hurried eliminatio n o f tens  o f tho usands  o f their co untrymen, subject o f a May 19  AP repo rt, was  the climax to  a years -lo ng
campaign by So uth Ko rea's  right-wing leaders .

In 1947, two  years  after Washingto n and Mo sco w divided Ko rea into  so uthern and no rthern halves , a U.S. military go vernment declared
the Ko rean Labo r Party, the so uthern co mmunis ts , to  be illegal. Pres ident Syngman Rhee's  so uthern regime, gaining so vereignty in 1948,
suppressed all leftis t po litical activity, put do wn a guerrilla upris ing and held up to  30 ,000  po litical priso ners  by the time co mmunis t
No rth Ko rea invaded o n June 25, 1950 .

As  war bro ke o ut, so uthern autho rities  also  ro unded up members  o f the 300 ,000-s tro ng Natio nal Guidance Alliance, a "re-educatio n"
bo dy to  which they had ass igned leftis t sympathizers , and who se membership quo tas  also  were filled by illiterate peasants  lured by
pro mises  o f jo bs  and o ther benefits .

Co mmiss io n inves tigato rs , extrapo lating fro m initial evidence and surveys  o f family survivo rs , believe mo s t alliance members  were
killed in the wave o f executio ns .

On June 29 , 1950 , as  the so uthern army and its  U.S. advisers  retreated so uthward, repo rts  fro m Seo ul said the co nquering no rtherners
had emptied the so uthern capital's  priso ns , and ex-inmates  were reinfo rcing the new o ccupatio n regime.

In a co nfidential narrative he later wro te fo r Army his to rians , Lt. Co l. Ro llins  S. Emmerich, a senio r U.S. adviser, described what then
happened in the so uthern po rt city o f Busan, fo rmerly kno wn as  Pusan.

Emmerich was  to ld by a subo rdinate that a So uth Ko rean regimental co mmander, determined to  keep Busan's  po litical priso ners  fro m
jo ining the enemy, planned "to  execute so me 3500  suspected peace time Co mmunis ts , lo cked up in the lo cal priso n," acco rding to  the
declass ified 78-page narrative, firs t unco vered by the newspaper Busan Ilbo  at the U.S. Natio nal Archives .

Emmerich wro te that he summo ned the Ko rean, Co l. Kim Cho ng-wo n, and to ld him the enemy wo uld no t reach Busan in a few days  as  Kim
feared, and that "atro cities  co uld no t be co ndo ned."

But the American then indicated co nditio nal acceptance o f the plan.

"Co lo nel Kim pro mised no t to  execute the priso ners  until the s ituatio n became mo re critical," wro te Emmerich, who  died in 1986.
"Co lo nel Kim was  to ld that if the enemy did arrive to  the o utskirts  o f (Busan) he wo uld be permitted to  o pen the gates  o f the priso n and
sho o t the priso ners  with machine guns ."

This  passage, o mitted fro m the published Army his to ry, is  the firs t do cumentatio n unearthed sho wing advance sanctio n by the U.S.
military fo r such killings .

"I think his  (Emmerich's ) wo rd is  so  s ignificant," said Park Myung-lim, a So uth Ko rean his to rian o f the war and adviser to  the
inves tigative co mmiss io n.

As  that summer wo re o n, and the invaders  pressed their attack o n the so uthern zo ne, Busan-area priso ners  were sho t by the hundreds ,
Ko rean and fo reign witnesses  later said.

Emmerich wro te that so o n after his  sess io n with Kim, he met with So uth Ko rean o fficials  in Daegu, 55 miles  (88  kilo meters ) no rth o f
Busan, and persuaded them "at that time" no t to  execute 4,500  priso ners  immediately, as  planned. Within weeks , hundreds  were being
executed in the Daegu area.

The blo o dy antico mmunis t purge, begun immediately after the invas io n, is  believed by the fall o f 1950  to  have filled so me 150  mass
graves  in secluded spo ts  s tretching to  the peninsula's  so uthernmo s t co unties . Co mmiss io ner Kim said the co mmiss io n's  es timate o f
100 ,000  dead is  "very co nservative." The co mmiss io n later this  mo nth will resume excavating massacre s ites , after having reco vered
remains  o f mo re than 400  peo ple at fo ur s ites  las t year.

The AP has  extens ively researched U.S. military and diplo matic archives  fro m the Ko rean War in recent years , at times  relying o n o nce-



secret do cuments  it o btained thro ugh Freedo m o f Info rmatio n Act reques ts  and declass ificatio n reviews . The declass ified U.S. reco rd
and o ther so urces  o ffer further glimpses  o f the mass  killings .

A No rth Ko rean newspaper said 1,000  priso ners  were s lain in Incheo n, jus t wes t o f Seo ul, in late June 1950  — a repo rt partly
co rro bo rated by a declass ified U.S. Eighth Army do cument o f July 1950  saying "400  Co mmunis ts " had been killed in Incheo n. The No rth
Ko rean repo rt claimed a U.S. military adviser had given the o rder.

As  the fro nt mo ved so uth, in July's  firs t days , Air Fo rce intelligence o fficer Do nald Nicho ls  witnessed and pho to graphed the sho o ting o f
an es timated 1,800  priso ners  in Suwo n, 20  miles  so uth o f Seo ul, Nicho ls  repo rted in a little-no ted memo ir in 1981, a decade befo re his
death.

Aro und the same time, farther so uth, the Daejeo n killings  began.

Wins lo w recalled he declined an invitatio n to  what a senio r o fficer called the "turkey sho o t" o uts ide the city, but o ther U.S. o fficers  did
attend, taking gris ly pho to s  o f the human s laughter that wo uld be kept class ified fo r a half-century.

Jo urnalis t Alan Winningto n, o f the British co mmunis t Daily Wo rker newspaper, entered Daejeo n with No rth Ko rean tro o ps  after July 20
and repo rted that the killings  were carried o ut fo r three days  in early July and two  o r three days  in mid-July.

He wro te that his  witnesses  claimed jeeplo ads  o f American o fficers  "supervised the butchery." Secret CIA and Army intelligence
co mmunicatio ns  repo rted o n the Daejeo n and Suwo n killings  as  early as  July 3, but said no thing abo ut the U.S. presence o r abo ut any
U.S. o vers ight.

In mid-Augus t, MacArthur, in To kyo , learned o f the mass  sho o ting o f 200  to  300  peo ple near Daegu, including wo men and a 12- o r 13-
year-o ld girl. A to p-secret Army repo rt fro m Ko rea, unco vered by AP research, to ld o f the "extreme cruelty" o f the So uth Ko rean military
po licemen. The bo dies  fell into  a ravine, where ho urs  later so me "were s till alive and mo aning," wro te a U.S. military po liceman who
happened o n the scene.

Altho ugh MacArthur had co mmand o f So uth Ko rean fo rces  fro m early in the war, he to o k no  actio n o n this  repo rt, o ther than to  refer it
to  Jo hn J. Muccio , U.S. ambassado r in So uth Ko rea. Muccio  later wro te that he urged So uth Ko rean o fficials  to  s tage executio ns
humanely and o nly after due pro cess  o f law.

The AP fo und that during this  same perio d, o n Aug. 15, Brig. Gen. Francis  W. Farrell, chief U.S. military adviser to  the So uth Ko reans ,
reco mmended the U.S. co mmand inves tigate the executio ns . There was  no  s ign such an inquiry was  co nducted. A mo nth later, the
Daejeo n executio n pho to s  were sent to  the Pentago n in Washingto n, with a U.S. co lo nel's  repo rt that the So uth Ko reans  had killed
"tho usands" o f po litical priso ners .

The declass ified reco rd sho ws  an equivo cal U.S. attitude co ntinuing into  the fall, when Seo ul was  retaken and So uth Ko rean fo rces
began sho o ting res idents  who  co llabo rated with the no rthern o ccupiers .

When Washingto n's  British allies  pro tes ted, Dean Rusk, ass is tant secretary o f s tate, to ld them U.S. co mmanders  were do ing "everything
they can to  curb such atro cities ," acco rding to  a Rusk memo  o f Oct. 28 , 1950 .

But o n Dec. 19 , W.J. Sebald, State Department liaiso n to  MacArthur, cabled Secretary o f State Dean Acheso n to  say MacArthur's
co mmand viewed the killings  as  a So uth Ko rean "internal matter" and had "refrained fro m taking any actio n."

It was  the British who  to o k actio n, acco rding to  news  repo rts  at the time. On Dec. 7, in o ccupied No rth Ko rea, British o fficers  saved 21
civilians  lined up to  be sho t, by threatening to  sho o t the So uth Ko rean o fficer respo ns ible. Later that mo nth, British tro o ps  seized
"Executio n Hill," o uts ide Seo ul, to  blo ck further mass  killings  there.

To  quiet the pro tes ts , the So uth Ko reans  barred jo urnalis ts  fro m executio n s ites  and the State Department to ld diplo mats  to  avo id
co mmenting o n atro city repo rts . Earlier, the U.S. Embassy in Lo ndo n had deno unced as  "fabricatio n" Winningto n's  Daily Wo rker
repo rting o n the Daejeo n s laughter. The Army eventually blamed all the tho usands  o f Daejeo n deaths  o n the No rth Ko reans , who  in fact
had carried o ut executio ns  o f rightis ts  there and elsewhere.

An American his to rian o f the Ko rean War, the Univers ity o f Chicago 's  Bruce Cumings , sees  a share o f U.S. guilt in what happened in
1950.

"After the fact — with tho usands  murdered — the U.S. no t o nly did no thing, but co vered up the Daejeo n massacres ," he said.

Ano ther Ko rean War scho lar, Allan R. Millett, an emeritus  Ohio  State pro fesso r, is  do ubtful. "I'm no t sure there's  eno ugh evidence to  pin
culpability o n these guys ," he said, referring to  the advisers  and o ther Americans .

The swiftness  and natio nwide nature o f the 1950  ro undups  and mass  killings  po int to  o rders  fro m the to p, Pres ident Rhee and his
security chiefs , Ko rean his to rians  say. Tho se o fficials  are lo ng dead, and Ko rean do cumentary evidence is  s carce.

To  piece to gether a fuller s to ry, inves tigato rs  o f the Truth and Reco nciliatio n Co mmiss io n will s ift thro ugh tens  o f tho usands  o f pages
o f declass ified U.S. do cuments .

The co mmiss io n's  mandate extends  to  at leas t 2010 , and its  pres ident, his to rian Ahn Byung-o o k, expects  to  turn then to  Washingto n fo r
help in finding the truth.

"Our plan is  that when we co mplete o ur inves tigatio n o f cases  invo lving the U.S. Army, we'll make an o verall reco mmendatio n, a reques t
to  the U.S. go vernment to  co nduct an o verall inves tigatio n," he said.

Charles J. Hanley and Jae-Soon Chang write for The Associated Press. This article was published on July 4, 2008. 

The two articles by Hanley and Chang were published at Japan Focus on July 23, 2008.

See the AP interactive, including the testimony of a 1950 South Korean prison guard.

See also the accompanying article by Bruce Cumings, The South Korean Massacre at Taejon: New Evidence on US Responsibility and Coverup,

See the Hanley interview at Democracy Now.
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