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The Demo cratic Party's  decis ive victo ry in the Augus t 30 , 2009  Lo wer Ho use electio n brings  a change in Japan's  go vernment. With the
Liberal Demo cratic Party leaving po wer, mo mentum is  building to  illuminate the darkness  surro unding secret unders tandings
co ncluded between the Japanese and U.S. go vernments . Previo us  go vernments  in Japan have pers is tently feigned igno rance o f two
secret unders tandings  fro m the 1960s  permitting the U.S. to  bring nuclear weapo ns  into  Okinawa after revers io n. Fo rmer Prime

Minis ter Aso  Taro  ins is ted recently that "no  such unders tandings  exis t."1

Co ntinuing to  lie fo r fo rty years  abo ut these secret unders tandings , which are the so urce fo r maintaining the excess ive burden o f
bases  in Okinawa, is  a "go vernment crime." There has  been no  relief fo r hardships  impo sed by the bases  because the Japanese
go vernment has  fo llo wed a fo reign po licy o f subo rdinatio n to  the U.S., turning its  back o n Okinawa's  res idents . No w co mes  the
chance o f a lifetime to  break the spell o f deceptio n. The Demo cratic Party leading the new go vernment has  a so lemn o bligatio n to
fulfill its  pro mise to  inves tigate and to  make public these secret unders tandings  to  ensure that his to ry is  accurately transmitted to
future generatio ns . Ackno wledging them and res to ring the right o f info rmatio n to  o ur citizens  will repair a crippling legacy in Japan’s
po s twar demo cracy, and beco me a mirro r that reflects  its  maturing. We canno t permit wo rries  o ver U.S. displeasure to  prevent their

dis clo sure.2 . . .

In his  has te to  s ign a revers io n agreement [fo rty years  ago ], Prime Minis ter Sato  Eisaku acceded to  U.S. demands  that Japan pay a
large sum o f mo ney [$20  millio n fo r land and facilities  used by the American military, which the U.S. was  suppo sed to  pay], and that,
ins tead o f banning nuclear weapo ns  fro m Okinawa, the U.S. be allo wed to  bring them in during an emergency. After retiring as  Prime
Minis ter, Sato  o ften claimed, as  o ne o f his  majo r achievements , to  have faithfully preserved the “Three No n-Nuclear Principles : No
po ssess io n. No  pro ductio n. No  intro ductio n” as  a natio nal po licy fo r Japan, the o nly co untry to  be victimized by nuclear weapo ns .
Fo r this , he was  praised wo rldwide, and awarded the No bel Peace Prize in 1974. No ting his  acceptance o f the secret nuclear
unders tanding, a bo o k published in 2001 to  co mmemo rate the 100th anniversary o f the No bel Prize fiercely criticized the cho ice o f

Sato  as  “the wo rs t mis take in the No bel’s  his to ry.”3

Sat o  and Nixo n

The Japanese go vernment’s  “tis sue o f lies ” has  no w beco me its  “co at o f shame.” It is  o nly natural that a demo cratic natio n
espo us ing pacifis t ideals  sho uld return this  No bel Peace Prize tainted with vanity. Japan is  a co untry in which po litical cus to m
inhibits  criticism o f deceased po liticians ’ acco mplishments , but co ntinuing to  ho no r this  “great achievement,” by which its  citizens
were deceived, o nly spreads  the s tain.
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T ranslat o r’s no t es and co mment ary:

1. In Washingto n o n No vember 22, 1969 , Prime Minis ter Sato  Eisaku and Pres ident Richard Nixo n s igned the Okinawa Revers io n
Agreement (Okinawa Henkan Kyotei), specifying that revers io n wo uld o ccur in 1972. On his  return to  Japan, Sato  anno unced that
Okinawa wo uld revert to  Japan “witho ut nuclear weapo ns” (kaku-nuki) and with U.S. military bases  reduced to  “the same level as  o n
the mainland” (hondo-nami).

The emptiness  o f Sato ’s  wo rds  were so o n revealed, ho wever, when he was  ques tio ned in the Diet abo ut the agreement’s  specifics .
Even if its  vague wo rdings  abo ut nuclear weapo ns  co uld be interpreted to  mean that no ne wo uld be present o n the day o f revers io n,
then set fo r May 15, 1972, no thing in it prevented their reintro ductio n later. Henry Kis s inger, then Nixo n’s  Natio nal Security Adviso r,
co nfirmed in his  subsequent writings  that the o miss io n had been intentio nal and that Sato  had agreed to  the vague wo rdings  o n
nuclear weapo ns . Furthermo re, far fro m reducing U.S. bases  to  “mainland levels ,” the agreement permitted their permanent
maintenance under the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty. To  this  day, 75% o f the American military presence in all o f Japan remains  in
Okinawa’s  0 .6  % o f the natio n’s  land area. (See Henry Kis s inger, The White House Years, New Yo rk: Little, Bro wn and Co mpany, 1979,
pp. 327-330  and 1483.)

On June 30 , 2009 , The Japan Times cited the Kyo do  News  Service fo r an article under the headline “Ex-bureaucrat details  secret U.S.
nuke pact.”

Vice fo reign minis ters  had a "secret duty" to  info rm their fo reign minis ters  o f the clandes tine To kyo -Washingto n
acco rd that has  co vered the handling o f nuclear arms  in Japan s ince 1960, a fo rmer vice fo reign minis ter said
Mo nday. Ryo hei Murata unveiled the details  abo ut the secret pact during a telepho ne interview in which he agreed to
give up his  ano nymity in speaking abo ut the acco rd, o n which Kyo do  News  repo rted in late May.

Ho lding the minis try's  to p bureaucratic po s t fro m 1987 to  1989, Murata, 79 , is  o ne o f fo ur fo rmer vice minis ters
cited in the May 31 repo rt that said the acco rd has  been co ntro lled by to p Fo reign Minis try o fficials  and o nly a
handful o f prime minis ters  and fo reign minis ters  were to ld o f it. He also  indicated his  readiness  to  dis clo se the
truth abo ut the pact if summo ned by the Diet, altho ugh he said, "I maintain po s itive feelings  abo ut the Fo reign
Minis try . . . so  I wo uld like to  decline" to  tes tify if no t co mpelled to  do  so .

The Lo wer Ho use Fo reign Affairs  Co mmittee is  co ns idering summo ning witnesses  co ncerning the secret deal, the
exis tence o f which has  been denied by the go vernment altho ugh revealed by U.S. diplo matic do cuments  declass ified
in the late 1990s . Under the deal, which the two  co untries  agreed o n when revis ing the Japan-U.S. security treaty in
1960, To kyo  wo uld tacitly appro ve the s to po ver o f U.S. military aircraft o r vessels  carrying nuclear arms . . . . Murata
agreed to  reveal himself as  o ne o f the so urces  after the Fukuo ka-based Nishinippon Shimbun and o ther media o n
Sunday s tarted attributing repo rts  abo ut the pact to  him.

In a March 18  interview with Kyo do  in the city o f Kyo to , Murata, o n co nditio n o f ano nymity, elabo rated o n ho w the
secret was  passed alo ng to  success ive vice fo reign minis ters . Revealing that a do cument reco rding the pact exis ts
within the Fo reign Minis try, Murata said, "I heard fro m my predecesso r at the time (I became) vice minis ter that (an
unpublicized) unders tanding exis ts  between Japan and the United States  co ncerning nuclear weapo ns , and turned it
o ver to  the next vice minis ter. "It was  a great secret. The Japanese go vernment has  been lying to  its  peo ple," Murata
said.

2. In January 2010, Fo reign Minis ter Okada Katsuya is  expected to  make public do cuments  o f the unders tandings  that are available in
Japan, at leas t so me o f which are tho ught to  have been des tro yed. U.S. go vernment do cuments  declass ified in the late 1990s  and
available in the Natio nal Archives  co nfirm the exis tence o f bilateral unders tandings  fro m the 1960s  that allo wed U.S. ships  and
planes  to  carry nuclear weapo ns  in trans it thro ugh Japan co ntrary to  the LDP-led go vernment’s  repeated claims  that it was  ho no ring
the natio n’s  “Three No n-Nuclear Principles .” The unders tandings  also  permitted the U.S. to  use its  bases  in Japan witho ut
res trictio ns  during a military co ntingency o n the Ko rean peninsula.

3.  Others  have bes to wed this  ho no r o n Henry Kis s inger, awarded the prize in 1973, the year befo re Sato . So me have called fo r
revo catio n o f Kis s inger’s  No bel. (See www.u-s -his to ry.co m/pages/h1966.html -)
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