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Complicit y and Vict imhood: Direct or Kamanaka Hit omi's Nuclear Warnings

Int ro duced and t ranslat ed by No rma Field

"They keep saying o n televis io n that it's  safe, there's  no thing to  wo rry abo ut. I regard this  as  criminal." So  Kamanaka Hito mi s tated
o n a recent talk sho w. ["The harm caused by trace amo unts  o f radiatio n will sho w up ten years  later ... Directo r Kamanaka Hito mi
appeals  to  her fello w citizens  to  awaken to  the threats  po sed by radiatio n: 'To kyo  is  no w a co ntaminated area, to o .' Cinema Today,
April 17, 2011, link.]

Kamanaka's  pursuit o f the is sue o f nuclear po wer o ver a do zen year
has  resulted in three films  to  date.  The firs t, Hibakusha at the End of
the World (2003), fo llo wed the ravages  o f radiatio n fro m Iraq
(depleted uranium co ntaminatio n fo llo wing the Pers ian Gulf War) to
Hanfo rd (do wnwinders  o f the pluto nium facto ry) to  Hiro shima and
Nagasaki.  The seco nd, Rokkasho Rhapsody (2006), explo red bo th the
health effects  o f radiatio n and the so cial rifts  created by the s iting
o f a nuclear repro cess ing plant in no rthern Japan. Her mo s t recent
wo rk, Ashes to Honey: Toward a Sustainable Future (2010), depicts  the
nearly three-decades ' lo ng s truggle by fishermen o n an is land in
wes tern Japan to  blo ck the co ns tructio n o f a nuclear po wer plant,
juxtapo sed with a lo o k at co mmunities  success fully co nverting to
renewables  in Sweden.  

In the interview trans lated belo w, Kamanaka criticizes  the
go vernment fo r its  less  than fo rthco ming repo rting and its  tendency
to  minimize, and ackno wledges  as  well the diff iculty o f mo unting a
challenge. Examples  o f these pro blems  co ntinue to  abo und. The
go vernment has  jus t refused Greenpeace a permit to  allo w Rainbow
Warrior to  mo nito r marine radiatio n within its  territo rial waters  (link).
On April 19 , the Minis try o f Educatio n, Culture, Spo rts , Science, and

Techno lo gy (MEXT) no tif ied the Fukushima Bo ard o f Educatio n that the radiatio n safety s tandard fo r s cho o ls  wo uld have as  its
upper limit 20  millis ieverts /year, o r the equivalent o f 3.8  micro s ieverts /ho ur o utdo o rs . (“Save the Children: Radiatio n Expo sure o f
Fukushima Students ”.) MEXT explained its  decis io n as  acco mmo dating bo th the need fo r safety and so ciety's  interes t in the
maintenance o f educatio n. As  critics  have po inted o ut, ho wever, the Labo r Standards  Act pro hibits  tho se under 18  fro m wo rking in
co nditio ns  in which they will be expo sed to  3.8  micro s ieverts /hr [links  1, 2. See also  Save the Children: Radiatio n Expo sure o f
Fukushima Students ]. 

On April 29 , Ko sako  To shiso , a Univers ity o f To kyo  Graduate Scho o l Pro fesso r specializ ing in radiatio n safety, res igned his  po s t as
a nuclear adviso r to  the Cabinet, criticiz ing the go vernment's  handling o f the cris is  as  "haphazard." Of particular co ncern was  the
setting o f the 20  millis ievert maximum. In an emo tio nal press  co nference, Pro fesso r Ko sako  s tated, "Were I to  accept this  s tandard,
that wo uld spell the end o f my career as  a researcher. I wo uld no t want my o wn children to  be subjected to  such co nditio ns ." [ link,
trans latio n mo dified.]

Befo re Fukushima, Kamanaka's  films  were usually sho wn in s creenings  o rganized by
interes ted gro ups . No w that the catas tro phe she and her fello w activis ts  wo rked so
hard to  warn their fello w citizens  abo ut has  happened, her films  are reaching a new
audience, and she is  in great demand fo r reaso ns  she co uld never have wished.
Kamanaka's  films  are co ns is tently sens itive to  the eco no mic needs  behind
co mmunities ' acceptance o f nuclear reacto rs : there are no  s imple enemies . At the
same time, they urge us—urban beneficiaries  o f the co nveniences  relying o n
electricity generated in mo des t rural co mmunities—to  beco me aware o f o ur o wn
co mplicity in the s tructure o f risk. In the interview quo ted at the beginning o f this
article, she po intedly o bserves : "Peo ple living in To kyo  had to o  little co ncern fo r the
Fukushima po wer plants . Victimizers  in a sense, we, to o , are no w victims ."

 

Nuclear React ors, Radiat ion, and Ourselves

Int erview wit h Direct o r Kamanaka Hit o mi, Tokyo Shimbun April 19 , 20 11

Fo llo wing upo n the accident at Fukushima's  Daiichi Nuclear Po wer Plant, the
do cumentary Ashes to Honey: Toward a Sustainable Future (ミツバチの羽音と地球の回転) by
Directo r Kamanaka Hito mi is  enjo ying a rerun at Audito rium Shibuya (Euro space) in
Shibuya, To kyo  thro ugh April 26 .  Kamanaka has  been researching nuclear po wer
plants  and related facilities  fo r so me time no w. We've asked the directo r abo ut her
tho ughts  o n the current reacto r accident. (Ko ide Katsuya)

You've taken up the problem of internal contamination in earlier films such as Hibakusha at
the End o f the Wo rld and Ro kksho  Rhapso dy, but is this something we need to be
worrying about now?

We see multiple fo rms  o f internal radio active co ntaminatio n taking place right no w.
Radio active materials  enter the bo dy thro ugh vario us  ro utes , including breathing, drinking water, eating, and expo sure to  rain. And
we kno w this  will go  o n.  Given that degree o f co ntaminatio n is  calculated by multiplying the amo unt o f radio activity by length o f
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expo sure, the cumulative amo unt will increase. That the increase in risk is  invis ible, that illness  do es  no t appear immediately, lulls
peo ple into  a sense o f security.  Children in particular are a so urce o f co ncern.

Are the reports on radiation release issued by such bodies as the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology reliable?

Internal co ntaminatio n o ccurs  when radio active particles  enter the bo dy and co ntinue to  release radiatio n. The repo rts  fro m the
Minis try refer to  levels  o f radio activity in the air, and o nly gamma rays  are measured. Ces ium and io dine, which emit bo th gamma
and beta rays , have already reached the gro und, where they co ntinue to  emit radiatio n. Pro perly speaking, filters  sho uld be used to
capture the amo unts  and kinds  o f radio active materials  as  they descend, but there are few research facilities  with this  capability, and
so  these measurements  have no t been made public.

So you think it's inadequate.

Yes . Yo u need fixed-po int o bservatio n, to o . With internal co ntaminatio n, it's  impo rtant to  always  be aware o f the amo unts  o f
expo sure. Stro ntium, which is  water so luble and asso ciated with bo ne cancer, has  been fo und in the so il and in plants .

What about the safety levels?

The go vernment keeps  rais ing the permiss ible levels . They're jus t fo o ling aro und with the units  o f measure, trying to  keep the eyes
o f the public fro m what's  actually go ing o n. They're afraid that things  wo uld get o ut o f hand if peo ple grasped the severity o f the
s ituatio n. It's  the same thing as  Hiro shima and Nagasaki. Isn't it po ss ible they want to  minimize the s ituatio n in o rder to  avo id a big
co mpensatio n is sue?

Hasn't this sort of thing happened throughout the history of nuclear power plants?

This  certainly isn't the firs t time that the pro mo ters  o f nuclear energy, such as  the Internatio nal Ato mic Energy Agency (IAEA), have
minimized the damages . I've been meeting with peo ple who  have suffered fro m the effects  o f radiatio n but have been to ld that their
pro blems  canno t be attributed to  radiatio n expo sure. The data put o ut by the go vernment, the IAEA, and the Internatio nal
Co mmiss io n o n Radio lo gical Pro tectio n (ICRP) do  no t reflect the damages  inflicted o n the gro und.

What should we be doing?

There's  the info rmatio n pro vided by the go vernment and the mass  media, but I'd like mo thers  o f yo ung children to  actively seek o ut
info rmatio n o n the internet and fro m bo o ks . We see bo th minimizatio n and exaggeratio n, but yo u have to  lo o k at bo th and develo p
the capacity to  evaluate. It's  a matter o f life and death.

What about nuclear policy?

Given that we have been to ld aftersho cks  will co ntinue, reacto rs  need to  be s to pped fo r tho ro ugh inspectio n to  make sure they can
withs tand large earthquakes . Ano ther ins tance like the current s ituatio n will spell the end o f Japan. The reacto rs  sho uld no t be
allo wed to  res tart until very s trict s tandards  are set. Other co untries  are do ing this .

What about the reports of the mass media?

They have no t adequately pursued the go vernment and TEPCO's  practice o f do ling o ut info rmatio n. They sho uldn't co llude in
o verlo o king TEPCO's  acco untability and their o bligatio n to  co mpensate. Yo u do n't co me acro ss  to o  many challenges  to  the
go vernment's  po s itio n. There's  a lo ng his to ry o f peo ple getting thro wn o ut o r demo ted if they criticize nuclear po wer. The fact that
we've had an enviro nment where it's  diff icult to  criticize nuclear po licy has  led to  this  mis fo rtune.

 

Kamanaka will be present for the US premiere of Ashes  to  Ho ney: To ward a Sus tainable Future  on May 21 as part of a symposium at the
University of Chicago, "The Atomic Age from Hiroshima to the Present" (link). She will also be present for subsequent screenings in Redlands, CA
and Montreal (for details on the latter as they become available, please refer to this source)

Kamanaka has previously appeared on the pages of Japan Fo cus  here.

Norma Field teaches in the Department of East Asian Languages & Civilizations at the University of Chicago
and is a Japan Focus associate. She is the author of In the Realm o f a Dying Empero r: Japan at
Century’s  End. Her most recent book is Kobayashi Takiji: 21seiki ni do yomu ka (Iwanami Shinsho 2009).
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